GLOSSARY

ACCRUALS

The concept that income and expenditure are recognised as they are earned or incurred, not as money is
received or paid.

ACTUARIAL GAINS & LOSSES

For a defined benefit pension scheme, the changes in actuarial deficits or surpluses that arise because events
have not coincided with the actuarial assumptions made for the last valuation (experience gains and losses), or
the actuarial assumptions have changed.

AMORTISATION
The practice of reducing the value of intangible assets to reflect their reduced worth over time.
BALANCE SHEET

This is a statement that shows the Council's overall financial position for the year ended 31 March. It identifies
what is owned by the Council, what it owes and what it is owed.

BUDGET
The Council's policy, expressed in financial terms, for a specified period.
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE

Expenditure on the provision and improvements of non-current assets, including assets that are not directly
owned by the Council (see below for Revenue Expenditure Financed from Capital Under Statute).

CAPITAL RECEIPTS
The proceeds from the sale of non-current assets.
CASH EQUIVALENTS

Cash equivalents are investments that mature three months or less from the date of acquisition and that are
readily convertible to known amounts of cash with insignificant risk of change in value.

COMMUNITY ASSETS

Assets such as parks that the Council intends to hold in perpetuity, that have no determinable useful life, and
which may have restrictions on their disposal.

CREDITORS
Amounts owed by the Council but not paid at the date of the balance sheet.
CONTINGENT

An asset or liability can be contingent. This means that a condition which exists at the balance sheet date and
where the outcome will be confirmed only on the occurrence or non-occurrence of one or more uncertain future
events.

CORPORATE AND DEMOCRATIC CORE

The corporate and democratic core comprises all activities which local authorities engage in specifically because
they are elected, multi-purpose authorities. The cost of these activities is thus over and above those which would
be incurred by a series of independent, single purpose, nominated bodies managing the same services.

CURRENT SERVICE COSTS (PENSIONS)

The increase in the present value of a defined benefit scheme's liabilities expected to arise from employee
service in the current period.



CURTAILMENT

Curtailments will show the cost of the early payment of pension benefits if any employee has been made
redundant in the previous year.

DEBTORS
Amounts owed to the Council but unpaid at the date of the balance sheet.
DEFINED BENEFIT SCHEME

A pension scheme under which benefits are payable under regulations, in which the benefits re not directly
related to the scheme investments. The scheme may be funded or unfunded.

DEPRECIATION

The measure of the wearing out, consumption, or other reduction in the useful economic life of a fixed asset,
whether arising from use, passing of time obsolescence through technological or other changes.

EARMARKED RESERVES
Internal reserves set aside to finance future expenditure for purposes falling outside the definition of provisions.
EXCEPTIONAL ITEMS

Material items which derive from events or transactions that fall within the ordinary activities of the Council and
which need to be disclosed separately by virtue of their size or incidence to give fair presentation of the accounts.

FAIR VALUE
The fair value of an asset is the price at which it could be exchanged in an arm’s length transaction.
FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

A financial instrument is any contract that gives rise to a financial asset of one entity and a financial liability or
equity instrument of another. In simple terms it covers both financial assets and financial liabilities such as trade
debtors and trade creditors, to the more complex derivatives e.g. swaps and embedded derivatives.

GENERAL FUND

The main revenue account of the Council which contains the revenue income and expenditure of all services
provided.

GOVERNMENT GRANTS

Central Government contributions towards local authority expenditure: examples include Revenue Support Grant
and Housing Benefit subsidy.

HERITAGE ASSETS

These are assets which are intended to be preserved in trust for future generations because of their cultural,
environmental or historical associations.

IMPAIRMENT

A reduction in the value of an asset, whether from physical or economic causes, or because of a reduction in the
market price.

INFRASTRUCTURE ASSETS

A category of Property, Plant and Equipment, covering inalienable assets, expenditure on which is recoverable
only by continued use of the asset created. An example is the sea wall and promenade.

INTANGIBLE ASSETS

Identifiable non-monetary assets such as software licences.



INVESTMENT PROPERTIES
Property held solely to earn rentals or for capital appreciation or both.
LEASES

An agreement whereby the lessor conveys to the lessee, in return for a payment or a number of payments, the
right to use an asset for an agreed period of time.

PAST SERVICE COST

Discretionary pension benefits awarded on early retirement are treated as past service costs. This includes
added years and unreduced pension benefits awarded before the rule of 85 age.

PRECEPT

The amount of money the County Council, the Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner and the Fire Authority
have instructed the Borough Council to collect and pay over to it out of Council Tax receipts held in the Collection
Fund; similarly the statutory share of Non-Domestic Rates that are payable to the Government, County Council
and the Fire Authority.

PROVISIONS

Sums set aside for any liabilities or losses which are likely to be incurred, but uncertain as to the dates on which
they will arise.

PROPERTY PLANT AND EQUIPMENT (PPE)

Tangible assets that yield up benefit to the authority over more than one accounting period, e.g. Land and
Buildings.

PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BOARD (PWLB)
A Government financed body which provides a source of long-term borrowing for local authorities.
REVENUE EXPENDITURE FUNDED FROM CAPITAL UNDER STATUTE

Under statute some expenditure is allowed to be treated as capital for financing purposes but does not result in
the acquisition of a non -current asset for the Council.

REVENUE EXPENDITURE

Day to day expenditure on the running of services. It includes staff costs, utility charges, rent and business rates,
IT and communications and office expenses.

REVENUE SUPPORT GRANT

A Government grant distributed to local authorities to augment income raised by charges for services, council tax
and non-domestic rates. It is centrally determined on a needs basis.

UNUSABLE RESERVES

These are reserves, including those offsetting non-current assets and the negative reserve that offsets the long-
term pension liability, that are not immediately available for use to support revenue or capital expenditure.

USABLE RESERVES

These reserves are available to support the Council's expenditure, although the Capital Receipts Reserve and
the Capital Grants and Contributions Reserve may only be used for capital purposes.
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